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Bill headed to the desk of the
President!

SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT PASSES SENATE!!!

The Government Pension Offset became
law in 1977 and the Windfall Elimination
Provision was passed in 1983.   And, the
FOP has been fighting for their elimination
ever since.

In 2024, we have succeeded in righting this
hugely unfair penalty that impacts every
single FOP member in the Buckeye State.  

We know many of you are nervous about
the bill being signed by President Biden
but the NFOP and I both are confident he
will.

We have so many people to thank but we
must first start with Sen. Sherrod Brown.
Sen. Brown fought for this for so many
years and we are grateful for his
leadership.  Next, every other member of
the Ohio congressional delegation voted in
favor of this bill.   We must thank the NFOP
and their professional staff.  We also must
thank our friends in labor who pushed so
hard alongside of us.   Lastly, we must
thank all of you who called, emailed
and helped make this happen!





Our top Ohio legislative priority, House Bill 296, was not passed during the lame
duck session of the General Assembly.  Despite passing the House in an historic
and bipartisan fashion, it was not taken up by the Senate.   This means we will
have to start all over again once the General Assembly begins after the first of
the year.

Bill sponsor Rep. Cindy Abrams (R-Harrison) said she has no intention of letting
the issue lie heading into next session.  "I would like for the folks that are against
the bill to come forward with the solution," Abrams said in an interview. "I'm all
ears and have been for three years."    

OP&F Executive Director Mary Beth Foley expressed disappointment regarding
the legislature's lack of final action.  "OP&F and our police and firefighters, their
families and supporters have worked for three years now seeking equality of
employer rates for police officers, and the severe underfunding of the plan
since inception," Foley said. "We will take it up again in 2025 and hope the
Senate will join with 66 House colleagues in righting this wrong."

Senator Mark Romanchuk told FOP members that he believes that we must
give OP-F Board members (instead of the legislature) the ability to reduce the
COLA for retirees.   We will fight this approach in the legislature, and we will
keep you updated.

Ohio Police and Fire Pension
Bill Stalls

https://www.gongwer-oh.com/directories/bio.cfm?nameid=275402


We have had several emails lately about Thin Blue Line Insurance and we have
seen the online messages on Facebook.  

The FOP has reached out to and have had several conversations with the CEO
of the company about the allegations posted online.   Here is what we have
been told:

The company is not in any financial danger
They have had staffing issues due to growth and they are also considering
civil action against a former employee who they believe fraudulently used
TBL’s name and using social media platforms amongst other online
resources to pose as TBL members stating false negative remarks that TBL
is insolvent.
They have made changes to provider access and there have been some
implementation challenges.  

Here is what we have done in response: 
We have had several communications with the CEO of TBL
We reached to National FOP Secretary Holderfield to see if other states
were having similar complaints, they are not
We have responded to each individual concern and have worked out
several problems for our members but the online issues are making it harder
for TBL to respond because so many people are calling about general
concerns due to FB postings that those who have specific concerns are
being caught up in the wash.
We have encouraged more communication about what is going on between
TBL and our members.   We will help facilitate that communication to help
our members get information.   
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Ohio FOP Leaders meet with
Senator-elect Bernie Moreno

President McDonald and Secretary Parker met with Senator-elect
Bernie Moreno and other members of Labor just before
Christmas. 

Mr. Moreno discussed immigration, consent decrees and grant
funding with the FOP.   He also introduced us to key staff
members to assist us with legislative matters once he takes office.

“I am very confident that the FOP will have an outstanding
relationship with Senator Moreno moving forward” said
President McDonald. 

After the meeting, Senator-elect Moreno invited President
McDonald to Washington to attend his swearing in on January
3rd.



FOP of Ohio supports Akron
FOP 7 members!



The City of Dayton revealed plans for new memorial signage honoring
fallen officers and firefighters who have made the ultimate sacrifice for
Dayton community members.

Ohio FOP 5th District Trustee Jeff Spires and IAFF local 136 Vice
President Stephen Post showcased the signs that will be installed over
the next few weeks. 

31 memorial signs for Officers with their End of Watch date will be
installed starting near the Safety Building and progress east along Third
Street. 17 memorial signs for Firefighters will be installed with their Last
Alarm date starting near Fire Headquarters (Station 4) and progress
south on Main Street. 

Dayton recognizes
fallen 1st Responders 



FOP of Ohio supports Whitehall
PD Officers



Cops and Kids events makes
memories all over Ohio





FOP of Ohio Legislative Report
Mike Weinman - Director of

Governmental Affairs

The 135th General Assembly concluded with a busy lame-duck session,
during which several bills were significantly amended, resembling
"Christmas Trees" adorned with numerous additions. One such bill,
Senate Bill 100, now makes it illegal to install a tracking device on
another person's property without their consent. 

The House Criminal Justice Committee contributed parts of House Bill
230 to Senate Bill 100, specifically allowing oral fluid testing for drugs in
relation to Operating a Vehicle Under the Influence (OVI) cases. The
State Highway Patrol initiated this oral fluid testing provision, so training
for its implementation should be coming soon.

Notably, one amendment that would have benefited Greater Cleveland
RTA police officers was not included in Senate Bill 100. The Buckeye
State Sheriffs Association opposed this amendment and successfully
prevented its passage.

 House Bill 111, which establishes a presumption of prison time for
individuals convicted of third-degree felony domestic violence and
increases the sentencing range for such offenses, was recently signed
into law. This law applies to offenders who have pleaded guilty to or
been convicted of two or more domestic violence offenses or similar
municipal ordinances.

We will provide further updates as we continue to review the changes
made during the extremely busy lame-duck session.  If I can help out in
any way, you can reach out to me at mweinman@fopohio.org



Is your Lodge getting ready for
the 2025 National FOP

Conference?  

It will be August 2nd through the 8th in Miami.  

The Ohio FOP will be staying at the Marriott Biscayne Bay and the
total room cost will be $253.12 per night.   We know that is
expensive but it is on the less expensive side of the options we
were presented.   We have contracted for less rooms than usual,
so when the time comes to book, do not wait to secure your
lodging.  

The event package is not out yet.

There may be NFOP elections and Constitution changes to vote
on.  It looks like a NFOP per capita increase will be on the floor to
be decided, plus loads of other important issues to be discussed.
If your local lodge can attend, they absolutely should.   



Did you know that the FOP in Ohio has a
statewide lodge for members who do not

have a local lodge to belong to?   We call it
the Buckeye Lodge and it is open to qualified

members who do not have a local lodge in
their area.   These members can get legal

defense and every other benefit that the State
and National FOP provide.   

If you know someone who fits this criteria,
please send them our way to join the Buckeye

Lodge! Contact Rob Hawley at
rhawley@fopohio.org.  



Did you know that Reserve or Auxiliary Officers
can obtain FOP legal defense insurance if they
become FOPA members?  Did you know that
County agencies can use Furtherance of Justice
(FOJ) funds to pay for legal defense plans for
reserve or auxiliary members?   

If your agency uses reserve or auxiliary officers to
supplement full-time members, make sure that
they know they can get this vital protection.  

Also, command level law enforcement officers
outside of their collective bargaining agreement
should also purchase legal defense through
foplegal.com to make sure that they have criminal
and civil protection.  They can get this coverage as
FOP members.

No cop should be on the street without a vest, a
gun and legal defense!



To all retired law enforcement members, we are proud to offer
our concealed carry legal protection through the FOP Legal

Defense Fund for only $75 a year! You can learn more at
https://foplegal.com/.

We also offer exclusive access to the Thin Blue Line Healthcare,
amongst many other benefits of membership.  You can learn

more at https://thinbluelinebenefits.com/

If you know a retired law enforcement who is interested in
joining the nation’s Largest Police Organization contact Rob

Hawley at rhawley@fopohio.org.



FOP of Ohio Pushes out App
 

We have quite a lot going on at the State Lodge. We have hit the ground
running and have been working hard. One of our ongoing initiatives is to
ensure that we are getting information out to the membership in as real
time as possible. Several of these initiatives will be better served with your
participation. 
 
If you have not already done so, we are asking each FOP member from Ohio
to please go to www.fopohio.org and create an account. This is a fairly
simple process and does not take up a lot of time. Once you have your
account created, please go to your Apple or Google Play Store on your
phone and download the app titled “FOP Ohio”:
 
 Once you install the app and sign in, your smartphone app will be linked to
the FOP of Ohio website. 
 
Creating your account will not only allow us to send you important
information on a real time basis but it also helps to solve our ongoing issue
about keeping up-to-date contact information (member’s email address and
phone #) on file with the state lodge.
 
Please push this out to all of your members and encourage them to create
their account. Keeping our members as informed as possible does nothing
but benefit our organization."     

http://www.fopohio.org/


FOP Perks was built especially for retired FOP members who
don’t want or need fully insured dental and vision plans or any
member looking for more ways to save money. FOP Perks
provides significant savings on dental services, vision care,
chiropractic, and many other healthcare services. You also have
rewards and discounts on apparel, home office supplies, flowers,
gifts, shows, concerts, sporting events and MUCH more. Pick
your plan and sign up today to start utilizing your discounts and
get cashback on groceries, gas, travel and more!.  

We’re dedicated to getting it done for you. We have home
financing solutions for every type of borrower, with competitive

rates you expect from a nationwide lender. FOP members and their
families enjoy no lender fees* on a home purchase or refinance

loan.



These benefits and many more can be found
at https://fop.net/member-benefits/ 



January 24-25, 2025       Ohio FOP Board Meeting   Columbus
February 3-5, 2025          NFOP Day on the Hill    Washington D.C.  
February 11-12 2025         Labor Summit     Las Vegas
February 17-18, 2025       Wellness Summit     Nashville
February 19-22, 2025      Leadership Matters     Nashville
March 13-15, 2025            NFOP Board Meeting  Salt Lake City
May 1, 2025                        Ohio Law Enforcement Memorial    London
May 2-3, 2025                   Ohio FOP Board Meeting     Canton
May 13-15, 2025                Police Week        Washington D.C.                       
July 13-15, 2025                 Ohio FOP State Conference     Cincinnati
August 2-8, 2025              National FOP Conference       Miami

Important Dates
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