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FOP of Ohio Memorial
Motorcade was huge success!



Thank you to all who
attended!!!



Ohio Peace
Officers’ Memorial



Photos from Police Week





A special thank you to Chris and our friends at Lamar Advertising for
displaying the above billboards across Ohio in recognition of Police Week.

The Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio is grateful for your continued
partnership and support of law enforcement. Our billboard will be seen over

4 million times. 

Secretary Travis Parker was invited to attend a dinner at the White
House with President Donald Trump. In honor of Police Week, the

National FOP President, Executive Board, and the Memorial
Committee were invited to dinner in the Rose Garden.



FOP of Ohio Legislative Report

I would say one of the biggest highlights for the FOP in May was the
sponsor testimony on SB 321 before the House Public Safety Committee
May 15th was the deadline to introduce bills to ensure they would at leas
receive sponsor testimony. The House and Senate Rules set this deadline
So, there was a mad rush to introduce bills by the 13th, when they were i
town. 

Here are a few recent introductions in the House: HB 846/Domestic
Violence Offenders; HB 852/To require an individual appointed as a
chief of police to complete a peace officer basic training program; HB
870/Mental Health, to enact the Ohio Mental Health Systems
Coordination and Crisis Prevention Commission Act. HB 872/Violent
Crimes To establish the Ohio Economic Task Force on Gun Violence an
Violent Crimes to study the impact of gun violence and other violent
crimes on Ohio businesses, HB 901/Firearm Storage To enact Amya's
Law for Child Access Prevention to provide for the safe storage of
firearms, to authorize a nonrefundable income tax credit for the
purchase of secure storage and safety devices, and to exempt such
devices from sales and use tax, HR 407/Police Investigations To
encourage federal law enforcement to permit state and local law
enforcement to be a part of the investigations into any offense that
occurs in Ohio, HB 946/Charitable Bail Organizations To enact a law
regarding charitable bail organizations, HB 948/Bicycles Regarding
electric bicycle operation, education, and traffic safety.



FOP of Ohio Legislative Report

 Continued...

Bills that passed the House: HB 413/Public Expenditures, to create
the Ohio Local Government Expenditure Database and require
political subdivision participation, to require the state retirement
systems to participate in the Ohio State Government Expenditure
Database, and to make an appropriation; HB 689/Background
Checks, to align and modernize fingerprinting and disposition
reporting.

Bills that passed the Senate; SB 419/Driver's Permit, to lower the
age at which a juvenile may obtain a temporary instruction permit
from 15½ to 15 and to expand the time a juvenile must hold a
temporary instruction permit before eligibility for a probationary
license from six months to one year, SB 307/Tax Increments, To
allow funding for police and firefighting facilities in tax increment
financing arrangements, HB 31/Parole, to require electronic
recordings to be made of all parole board hearings and to make
electronic recordings of full parole board hearings public records
(Note: the House concurred with the changes), SB 202/Flags, to
prohibit manufactured home park operators, condominium
associations, neighborhood associations, and landlords from
restricting the display of the thin blue line flag and to name this act
the Chief Steven DiSario Act, SB 163/AI-Products and
Pornography, to require AI-generated products to have a
watermark, to prohibit , simulated child pornography, and to
prohibit identity fraud using a replica of a person.



The Ohio Supreme Court made a ruling Friday in connection with the
murder conviction of the driver that killed Cleveland Firefighter Johnny
Tetrick. According to the Ohio Supreme Court, the trial court had
sufficient evidence to convict Leander Bissell of felony murder for
speeding through an accident scene.   The FOP of Ohio had submitted
an amicus brief urging the court to do just that.

In November of 2022, Bissell struck Firefighter Tetrick on I-90 East
near Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and then fled the scene. Bissell was
arrested later that evening.  In July 2023, Bissell had a bench trial in
front of Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas Judge Timothy
McCormick and was found guilty on all charges, including murder.

In August 2023, Bissell was sentenced to life in prison, with the
possibility of parole after 16 years. In November 2024, the Eighth
District Court of Appeals overturned the murder conviction, finding the
State failed to prove that Bissell acted “knowingly.”

The court of appeals found Bissell guilty of involuntary manslaughter,
which would impose a sentence of only up to 11 years. The state then
appealed that decision to the Ohio Supreme Court.

The Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio is proud of the role we played in
this case before the Supreme Court of Ohio and thank the Justices for
making the correct decision in this case.  Thank you to FOP of Ohio
Chief Counsel Gwen Callender, who filed an amicus brief on our behalf
that we hope helped guide the decision.

Our alliance with our firefighter brothers and sisters remains our
greatest partnership

FOP of Ohio helps with big
Ohio Supreme Court win!

https://www.facebook.com/fopohio?__cft__[0]=AZYDX2A1df2A0wqyCnEHczO6D7cnlXK86BhDDCvWcfJ8dDvLSrAbj6C5V56XQbD0tP8qAQ-el3ouG4V5EfShdHZvptX6oYVF-9JnAPi5-igOPEy9ZQfT5BzrL1-MWDiRGI7kBV0-B0OFgxgpcAeixlhGdAFA5P-HS9dRv5Ar3IowSIcjQNyMgFSUhMGnYrtaInU&__tn__=-]K-R


Nomination Criteria is found at
wwww.fopohio.org.   Please do not

wait to send your nomination to
Denise Young at

dyoung@fopohio.org



Thin Blue Line Update
The Ohio Department of Insurance has released

the Proof of Claim Form and Instructions for those
who wish to file a claim for unpaid balances

related to Thin Blue Line Insurance. This form is
different from the complaint you may have filed

already. This is the next step in the process. If you
believe you are entitled to reimbursement or

payment from Thin Blue Line, please review all
attachments. The deadline for filing the Proof of

Claim Form and related documentation is August
31, 2026. 

ODI also suggests you provide the “Liquidation
Order” to any creditors who are threatening to

place you into collections.  

You can find the forms and orders needed and
additional information at the following link to the

Ohio Department of Insurance:

https://insurance.ohio.gov/consumers/resources/0
1-thin-blue-line-benefits-association-llc-claims-

legal-action-update



FOP of Ohio adds 3 more members to the
#ProtectOhioPolice Hall of Shame

The FOP added 3 more members to the Hall of Shame.  Whitehall
politicians Mayor Michael Bivens and Council members Amy Harcar
and Lori Elmore join Iris Roley from Cincinnati and Eric Garrett from

Akron in the Protect Ohio Police Hall of Shame.  All three have shown a
consistent commitment to anti-police rhetoric and action, lack of

transparency, and questionable spending decisions that don’t serve
Whitehall residents.

 

Protect Ohio Police, an initiative by the Fraternal Order of Police of
Ohio, exists to hold public officials accountable when they undermine

the rule of law in Ohio





As we approach our upcoming state conference in Independence, I
would like to take a couple minutes to remind all the FOP lodges within

Ohio, what the FOP Auxiliary is and why you should consider starting, or
supporting, an Auxiliary within your lodge.

 
First allow me to introduce myself, I am Susan Vargo, a member of

Capital City #5 Auxiliary in Columbus. I am also State Trustee for District
10 & 11 with the Ohio State Auxiliary and chair of the

membership/recruiting committee.  My email is
susanvargo89@gmail.com

 The FOP Auxiliary is the family members arm of the FOP. For those who
are not familiar, the FOP has three branches, the FOP for all law

enforcement officers; the FOP Auxiliary, for all family members of FOP
members; and the FOP Associates, or FOPA, as they are commonly
known, for business owners and supporters of law enforcement. 

 If your FOP is one of the six here in Ohio to have an Auxiliary, thank you
for supporting your members' families. If you do not have an Auxiliary, I

would like to encourage you to support your families and consider
starting an Auxiliary. Auxiliary members are not just spouses, they are
parents, siblings, adult children and other extended family members. 

 Your loved ones could become members of the largest, most dedicated
group of people who put the needs and well-being of the members of the
FOP above all else. They would become family members of a much larger

family who understand their concerns, feel the same fears each day
when their loved ones leave to serve their community, and shares the
same pride in their loved ones. Auxiliary members also help support

legislation and voice their concerns when needed. Auxiliary members
are also eligible for some of the benefits available to FOP members

through the National FOP. 

 I encourage you to reach out to myself or any State Auxiliary member
while in Independence, to learn what is needed and/or how to start an

Auxiliary. If your family members will be attending, I encourage them to
stop into our meetings and see what we are about in person. Auxiliary
members will also be under the tent during our Basket Raffle and the

Reverse Raffle on Sunday.





If you are in NW Ohio and can help out a family of a
member of the Lucas County Sheriff's office who's wife
died during childbirth, please make an effort to attend

this fundraiser at Lodge 40 in Toledo.
If you are not in NW Ohio, you can mail a check to Lodge

40 at 255 Grandolph St in Toledo, Ohio 43612 and put
Duarte in the memo line of the check.

Please show this family what the FOP family is all about



Mt. Vernon Police Officer and Lodge 147 leader John Cox is in
need of our help as he battles cancer.   Please use the website or

QR code to donate, leave words of encouragement or follow
along on his journey to recovery.   



The FOPA Ohio is a civilian affiliate of the Fraternal Order of
Police of Ohio, Inc. Our members are friends and families of
law enforcement Officers, responsible and respected business
persons, professional men and women, and citizens from all
walks of life—people willing to devote a portion of their time
and efforts toward assisting the various law enforcement
agencies of our communities, states and nation.

The FOPA Ohio is an organization formed for the purpose of
increasing our understanding of the rights, duties and
problems of law enforcement officers; of fostering respect for
them; and of bettering conditions under which they serve
society. We accomplish this through public relations, as well as
legislative and educational efforts. It is our aim and objective
to support law enforcement throughout Ohio in every way
possible. We believe that Law is the safeguard to freedom, and
it is our duty to defend it.

We all need to help the FOPA help us, by recruiting a member
or two to join the FOPA.   If you need information on the
FOPA, please email alodgeupdate@gmail.com 

Do you know
someone who
“BACKS THE

BLUE”?   The FOPA
is the organization

for them!



Should Ohio abolish
property taxes?

Property taxes have been the hot topic in Ohio politics so far in
this General Assembly.   Numerous new laws have been passed
to lower the burden of property taxes and there is an ongoing
effort to collect enough signatures to place a ban on property

taxes into the Ohio Constitution.

The FOP understands and supports the effort to rein in the
rising costs of property taxes but opposes a complete abolition

of property taxes. 

There are about 100 township police departments in Ohio,
funded solely by property taxes.  Each city gets what is called
“inside millage” in property tax that is often used to pay their
pension obligations.   Counties use property taxes to pay for

Children’s Services and Devolpmentally Disabled agencies.   If
property taxes are eliminated, those agencies will not

disappear and will be fighting for funding against Sheriff’s
Offices.   

Eliminating property taxes will make raising the rates of what
our employers pay for pensions much harder impacting retiree

benefits and raises for working cops less likely.  

To wrap it up succinctly, an abolition of property taxes will hurt
public safety, cause layoffs and be bad for all essential

services.  



The FOP works in the Statehouse and Congress on pensions and
Social Security to benefit all of our retired members.  

We are proud to offer our concealed carry legal protection
through the FOP Legal Defense Fund for only $75 a year! You can

learn more at https://foplegal.com/.

If you know a retired law enforcement who is interested in joining
the nation’s Largest Police Organization contact Rob Hawley at

rhawley@fopohio.org.







In cooperation with the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles
(BMV), the FOP offers a special FOP member-only license
plate and a FOPA member-only license plate. 

These plates can be ordered at any local BMV Office, but
first, you must receive an approved application from the
Ohio State Lodge. You will receive your approved
application(s) in the mail, which you can complete based
on the style of plates desired and take to any local BMV.

In order to approve your application, please fill out this web
form at this address :

https://www.fopohio.org/LicensePlates

Do you have
FOP/FOPA Plates?



NFOP Members can join the NFOP Amazon Business
account and take advantage of Business Prime (Free Same

Day, Next Day, 2-Day shipping on Prime eligible items),
wide product selection (100s of millions of products), and

competitive prices (Business-only prices). The NFOP
Amazon Business Account can be used by members for

individual personal purchasing, and also may be used by
lodge staff for lodge specific purchasing. Only NFOP

members can join. Click the link to submit this form to
validate membership and receive an invite:

https://fop.net/member-benefits/join-nfop-amazon-
business-account/









Do you or your
family have an

interest in college
savings?



Your paragraph text

New College Discount



July 18-21, 2026    FOP of Ohio 90th Annual Conference   Independence 

October 22-23, 2026   Great Lakes Area Coalition Training   Gun Lake, MI

October 28, 2026     Women’s Conference   Columbus

November 5-8, 2026    National Board Meeting     Chicago

January 22-23, 2027    FOP of Ohio Winter Board     Columbus

August 9-12, 2027    National Conference     Salt Lake City

Important Dates
 Ohio Police 
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