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The FOP is focused on
pensions!!!

President Jay McDonald testified on HB 280, the
bill to provide equity to our pension system by
having employers pay the same amount for police
as they do for fire. We are grateful for the support
of the bill sponsors, Representatives Cindy
Abrams and Thomas Hall for their efforts.

Vice President T.J. Assion testified on HB 73, to
establish a DROP plan for our members in OPERS.
Representatives Kevin Miller and Thomas Hall
have introduced this bill at our request, and we
are thankful for their hard work.

Past President of Lodge 9 Jim Gilbert testified on
HB 424, a bill to rectify the issues caused by
previous legislation regarding the transfer of
credit for law enforcement officers between
pension systems. Representative Bernard Willis
and Representative Meredith Craig are the lead on
this important bill and we appreciate their work to
correct this wrong.

HB 473 would prohibit the bargaining for pension
pickup for public employees.  While rarely used,
we oppose any attempt to limit our collective
bargaining rights and Mike Weinman, Director of
Governmental Affairs appeared on behalf o the
FOP to oppose this bill.  



FOP goes on social media campaign to
help pass OP-F employer increase!  You

can help by sharing our content on
Facebook and X.   



FOP of Ohio
delivered

almost
$90,000 in

donations to
the families

of our
Brothers

involved in
the ambush

attack in
Lorain 



The FOP of Ohio thanks all of the attendees
and instructors at our FOP Women's

Conference last month. Over 50 attendees got
together to learn about employee rights,

officer wellness and leadership.
We look forward to continuing to grow this

outstanding event next year!



FOP of Ohio Legislative Report
Mike Weinman - Director of

Governmental Affairs

The past month has been a busy one for the legislative team, both in front of the
House and Senate Committees and behind the scenes.  I also testified in support of
HB 492 before the House Public Safety Committee. HB 492 creates an arrestable
offense for drivers who have violated Title 45 or a municipal equivalent and fail to
provide their name, address, and date of birth to officers. This closes a loophole in
the law that stopped officers from making an obstruction arrest for unclassified
misdemeanors. President McDonald also testified on SB 188/Failure to Comply. The
bill expands the offense of failure to comply with an order or signal of a law
enforcement officer in the event of a barricade situation.

We have also signed onto a letter with our law enforcement coalition members in
opposition to SB 270/Delinquent Children. SB 270 is another bipartisan bill that, if
implemented, will exacerbate the issue law enforcement is having with juvenile
defenders.

The House passed several bills: HB 132/Traffic Offenses, the bill to increase penalties
for failing to slow down or change lanes when approaching specified stationary
vehicles, to increase penalties for vehicular homicide and vehicular assault resulting
from that offense, and to name this act Philip Wigal's Law, SB 56/Marijuana a bill to
consolidate the administration of the marijuana control program, revise the medical
and adult-use marijuana laws, and to levy taxes on marijuana, HB 335.  Property Tax
Overhaul, a bill to modify the law governing county budget commissions, property
taxation, county sales taxation, and alternative apportionment formulas for local
government and public library funds.

The Senate passed SB 55/OVI to amend the laws about operating a vehicle or
watercraft while under the influence of marijuana and the admissibility of evidence
for purposes of OVI statutes. Additionally, the Senate passed HB 23/Escaped Convict
Alerts, a bill to create the escaped convict alert program, and SB 16/Traffic Laws, a
bill to prohibit failing to change lanes or proceed with caution around a stationary
vehicle in distress. Please note that SB 56/Marijuana is going to the conference
committee, as the Senate disagreed with the changes made by the House.

November looks to be a busy month as the General Assembly will be taking the
month of December off.



The FOP of Ohio continues to advise members to contact the
Ohio Department of Insurance to file a complaint for unpaid

bills.   We also continue to assist members in getting
communication with TBL regarding unpaid claims that are over

90 days old.  

We have asked specific questions of the Ohio Department of
Insurance about what will happen if there are unpaid claims if

the funds become exhausted and they continue to focus on
getting claims paid and TBL still advises that all claims will be

paid.  

We have members telling us that TBL is still telling them that
claims will be paid and some members are reporting that they
have had claims paid recently.   The Ohio Attorney General’s

Office represents the Ohio Department of Insurance in litigation
against Thin Blue Line Benefits. We are aware that policyholders
are reporting that Thin Blue Line Benefits is not paying medical
claims. Information regarding claims payment may be relevant

to the litigation.  If you would like to report information
regarding non-payment of claims to the Ohio Attorney General’s
Office, please call: Ohio Attorney General’s Office, Constituent

Services at (800) 282-0515.  We suggest our members with
unpaid bills contact both the Dept. of Insurance and the Ohio

Attorney General’s Office.  

“We continue to advocate for our members to have all of their
medical claims paid in accordance with the insurance policy that

TBL had in place at the time. TBL is responsible to pay the full
amount of those claims and make our members whole.”

Thin Blue Line Update



Should Ohio abolish
property taxes?

Property taxes have been the hot topic in Ohio politics so far in
this General Assembly.   Numerous bills have been heard to
lower the burden of property taxes and there is an ongoing

effort to collect enough signatures to place a ban on property
taxes into the Ohio Constitution.

The FOP of Ohio understands and supports the effort to help
with the issue of property taxes rising faster than the rate of

inflation but opposes a complete abolition of property taxes.  

There are about 100 township police departments in Ohio,
funded solely by property taxes.  Each city gets what is called
“inside millage” in property tax that is often used to pay their
pension obligations.   Counties use property taxes to pay for

Children’s Services and Devolpmentally Disabled agencies.   If
property taxes are eliminated, those agencies will not

disappear and will be fighting for funding against Sheriff’s
Offices.   

Eliminating property taxes will make raising the rates of what
our employers pay for pensions much harder impacting retiree

benefits and raises for working cops less likely.  

To wrap it up succinctly, an abolition of property taxes will hurt
public safety, cause layoffs and be bad for all essential

services.  



The FOP initiated this bill (SB 114) in response to complaints of our
members about having to engage in quotas at a few select agencies
and were invited to the bill signing at the Governor’s mansion!

This new law prohibits the following:

Establishing a plan that uses a quota (a mandate of a finite
number of arrests made or citations issued that an officer must
meet in a specified period) as the basis for evaluating,
promoting, compensating, transferring, or disciplining an
officer; 
Requiring or suggesting that an officer must (or is expected to)
meet a quota; or 
 Offering a benefit to an officer based on the officer’s quota
Requires the Attorney General to establish a form for a police
officer to use to report the use of quotas in violation of the
above prohibitions, to investigate alleged violations, and to
issue a cease and desist order if a violation is found. 
 Allows a police officer to choose whether to submit the report
anonymously or disclose his or her identity in the report.

FOP’s ticket quota ban went
into effect on 9/30



FOP of Ohio adds first 2 members to the
#ProtectOhioPolice Hall of Shame

The FOP named Cincinnati rabble rouser Iris Rowley its very first
member of the Protect Ohio Police Hall of Shame.   Rowley, an anti-

police activist and city paid consultant, has been harassing officers for
simply doing their job.     Lodge 69 created an online petition calling for

Rowley to have her consultant contract terminated.   You can find it
here:  https://www.cincypolice.com 

The FOP added Akron At-Large Councilman Eric Garrett to the “Hall of
Shame” for undermining public safety in August.  

Garrett has been a consistent and vocal opponent of the police in
Akron. Most recently, he put out a statement fomenting distrust in

local police after he disagreed with the decision of the grand jury not
to indict officers in a 2024 officer-involved shooting.

POP, an initiative by the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio, exists to hold
public officials accountable when they undermine the rule of law in

Ohio



Did you know that the FOP of Ohio is the
oldest state lodge in the FOP and the NFOP

has spent more years under the leadership of
an Ohioan than any other state?

The FOP of Ohio is building on this legacy
and working to grow the FOP in the Buckeye

State.  

If you know of any members or agencies who
would like to join the FOP of Ohio, contact

Rob Hawley at rhawley@fopohio.org





FOP of Ohio Pushes out App
 

We have quite a lot going on at the State Lodge. We have hit the ground running and
have been working hard. One of our ongoing initiatives is to ensure that we are getting
information out to the membership in as real time as possible. Several of these
initiatives will be better served with your participation. 
 
If you have not already done so, we are asking each FOP member from Ohio to please go
to www.fopohio.org and create an account. This is a fairly simple process and does not
take up a lot of time. Once you have your account created, please go to your Apple or
Google Play Store on your phone and download the app titled “FOP Ohio”:
 
 Once you install the app and sign in, your smartphone app will be linked to the FOP of
Ohio website. 
 
Creating your account will not only allow us to send you important information on a
real time basis but it also helps to solve our ongoing issue about keeping up-to-date
contact information (member’s email address and phone #) on file with the state lodge.
 
Please push this out to all of your members and encourage them to create their
account. Keeping our members as informed as possible does nothing but benefit our
organization."     

FOP of Ohio Needs to
be able to

communicate with you

http://www.fopohio.org/


The FOP of Ohio is looking to keep all
of its members updated on important
happenings in our organization.   Is

your private (non-work) email on file
with the state lodge?   Does your local

lodge president and secretary have
their contact info on file with the FOP?

Are you following the FOP social
media?    

www.facebook.com/fopohio

@FOPofOhio



🚔Your Path to Homeownership Just Got Easier! 🚔
For those who protect and serve, it’s time to enjoy the rewards
of homeownership with American Heroes Homes and Lending.

We’ve built a program especially for members of the Ohio
Fraternal Order of Police to make buying, selling, or refinancing

simple, stress-free, and rewarding.
💵 Cash Back After Closing

🚫 No Bank Fees
📉 Rate Buy-Downs

💪 Free Credit Counseling
🔒 Property Protection Plus Program
📦 Bundled Insurance Discounts
⭐️ Preferred Settlement Fees

With experts predicting interest rates to drop soon, there’s
never been a better time to act.

Start today and discover how much you can save!
👉 Visit ahhlusa.com/partner/ohfop to get started!

#FOP #BlueLivesMatter #AHHL
#AmericanHeroesHomesAndLending #HeroBenefits

#HomeownershipMadeEasy #HomeBenefits #CashBack



The FOP works in the Statehouse and Congress on pensions and
Social Security to benefit all of our retired members.  

We are proud to offer our concealed carry legal protection
through the FOP Legal Defense Fund for only $75 a year! You can

learn more at https://foplegal.com/.

If you know a retired law enforcement who is interested in joining
the nation’s Largest Police Organization contact Rob Hawley at

rhawley@fopohio.org.





The FOPA Ohio is a civilian affiliate of the Fraternal Order of
Police of Ohio, Inc. Our members are friends and families of
law enforcement Officers, responsible and respected business
persons, professional men and women, and citizens from all
walks of life—people willing to devote a portion of their time
and efforts toward assisting the various law enforcement
agencies of our communities, states and nation.

The FOPA Ohio is an organization formed for the purpose of
increasing our understanding of the rights, duties and
problems of law enforcement officers; of fostering respect for
them; and of bettering conditions under which they serve
society. We accomplish this through public relations, as well as
legislative and educational efforts. It is our aim and objective
to support law enforcement throughout Ohio in every way
possible. We believe that Law is the safeguard to freedom, and
it is our duty to defend it.

We all need to help the FOPA help us, by recruiting a member
or two to join the FOPA.   If you need information on the
FOPA, please email alodgeupdate@gmail.com 

Do you know
someone who
“BACKS THE

BLUE”?   The FOPA
is the organization

for them!



In cooperation with the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles
(BMV), the FOP offers a special FOP member-only license
plate and a FOPA member-only license plate. 

These plates can be ordered at any local BMV Office, but
first, you must receive an approved application from the
Ohio State Lodge. You will receive your approved
application(s) in the mail, which you can complete based
on the style of plates desired and take to any local BMV.

In order to approve your application, please fill out this web
form at this address :

https://www.fopohio.org/LicensePlates

Do you have
FOP/FOPA Plates?





You do so much for us. We'd like to do
something for you.

As a gesture of our appreciation for all
you do, we're happy to extend a 25%

discount on our SoundGear Shield
products to all verified First

Responders.
How to order Shield

If you'd like to order SoundGear Shield
products on our site:

Add the product to your shopping cart
Click the “First Responder” button

at https://soundgear.com/pages/first-
responder-discount



https://nationalpolicecu.com







January 23-24, 2026     FOP of Ohio Winter Board    Columbus

March 30-31, 2026       Officer Wellness Summit   Las Vegas

March 30-31, 2026     Labor Leadership Summit  Las Vegas

March 31 - April 1, 2026      Excellency in Chaplaincy     Las Vegas

April 1-3, 2026   Leadership Matters    Las Vegas

April 24-25, 2026     FOP of Ohio Spring Board       Newark

July 18-21, 2026    FOP of Ohio 90  Annual Conference   Independence th

January 22-23, 2027    FOP of Ohio Winter Board     Columbus

August 9-12, 2027    National Conference     Salt Lake City

Important Dates
 Ohio Police 


