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FOP of Ohio 
Attends NFOP Conference

About 200 FOP of Ohio members from across the state gathered in Miami
Beach to do the business of the National Fraternal Order of Police.  

President Patrick Yoes; Vice President Joe Gamaldi; Secretary Jimmy
Holderfield; Treasurer James Smallwood; 2  VP John Hoyt; and Sgt. at
Arms Steve James were all re-elected without opposition.

nd

The only election was that of the 2029 conference site and Detroit won
that election over Nashville, receiving about 67% of the vote.  

Several Constitution and By-law changes were adopted, including a
change to the per capita that will take place in 2027 and 2030.   The per
capita tax due to the NFOP will rise by $3 in 2027 and an additional $3 in
2030.   

There were speeches by several members of President Trump’s
administration and a video message from the President himself.   

Jerry Wright of South Carolina won the Jack Dudek award as Member of
the Year and Gary Nissen of California received the Chuck Canterbury
Award Excellence in Leadership Award.   Both are outstanding FOP men
and very worthy of their respective awards.  



National President: Patrick Yoes; National Vice President: Joe Gamaldi;
National Secretary: Jimmy Holderfield; National Treasurer: James

Smallwood; National Second Vice President: John Hoyt
National Sergeant-at-Arms: Steve James; National Trustees Chairman:

Rob Pride





During its 67th National Conference in Miami Beach, FOP recognized
former US representatives Abigail Spanberger (Virginia) and Garrett

Graves (Louisiana) with its inaugural “Armstrong Award” for their
relentless commitment to securing the full benefits earned by law

enforcement officers. Spanberger and Graves led the Social Security
Fairness Act in the House, which President Biden signed into law earlier

this year. 

Queen City Lodge 69's own
Bill Vogel was honored at the
NFOP conference as one of

the longest serving members
in our great organization.

Bill turned 90 and is a
treasure of the FOP and we

are so grateful for his
leadership.

https://richmond.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/elections/biden-virginia-spanberger-retireees-social-security/article_2481cc22-cc49-11ef-8e32-cfe74d5e5a27.html


The FOP of Ohio is
proud to announce

Susan Vargo has been
re-elected to the

position of Financial
Secretary of the

National FOP Auxiliary!

Congratulations Susan,
we are so happy for
you and we are very

proud of you!!!

Michael Israel
painted these

fantastic pieces
during our

conference and
they were

auctioned off to
support the NFOP
Foundation. More
than $100,000 was
raised to help our
members who are

in need. What a
great experience to

watch Mr. Israel
perform and

produce these
amazing pieces of

art.



Ohio law enforcement officers remain
under attack

In the month of August, two East Cleveland officers were shot.
An officer in Chillicothe was shot.   Ohio had five officers shot in
ambush style attacks in 2025.  This is on the heels of the tragic
events in Lorain in July.  

These events place Ohio near the top of the list of states where
officers are under fire. That is a list Ohio does not want to be
near the top of. We can, and must, do better. 

We need every Ohio Congressional leader to sign onto the
Protect and Serve Act. 
We need every Ohio legislator to sign onto the Larry
Henderson Act.
 We need judges and prosecutors to use bail and the filing of
the appropriate charges against violent criminals. 
We need community leaders, elected or not, to stop putting
forth a narrative that makes the job of policing more
dangerous. We must #ProtectOhioPolice.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/protectohiopolice?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZUHNrfC8L2Ti0Ry3VURzi_Q86R3E0evy8_QHGoYOwqKspLaiTZpDVecoky_JmBVxmfvD9NBWsX3ofL93xFApwkXsmatYq4LFSt6Sd3Pl7O3PMjmOy_2nVBCXB2N19eajYledULi-BGLnoYEKAIp_-VHpQbIlz0G3HCYQEdQcSzT-MX0O7eyZQoc2YLfcms75yo&__tn__=*NK-R


FOP of Ohio adds first 2 members to the
#ProtectOhioPolice Hall of Shame

The FOP named Cincinnati rabble rouser Iris Rowley its very first
member of the Protect Ohio Police Hall of Shame.   Rowley, an anti-

police activist and city paid consultant, has been harassing officers for
simply doing their job.     Lodge 69 created an online petition calling for

Rowley to have her consultant contract terminated.   You can find it
here:  https://www.cincypolice.com 

The FOP added Akron At-Large Councilman Eric Garrett to the “Hall of
Shame” for undermining public safety in August.

.
Garrett has been a consistent and vocal opponent of the police in
Akron. Most recently, he put out a statement fomenting distrust in

local police after he disagreed with the decision of the grand jury not
to indict officers in a 2024 officer-involved shooting.

POP, an initiative by the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio, exists to hold
public officials accountable when they undermine the rule of law in

Ohio



Ohio FOP VP Assion
running for OPERS Board!

25 YEARS OF SERVICE WITH THE MAHONING COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
FORMER FOP LODGE 141 PRESIDENT
FOP OF OHIO CURRENT VICE PRESIDENT
U.S. MARINE CORPS VETERAN

Neither the OPERS Board nor OPERS as a system endorses any particular candidate or statement.

T.J. will be your voice on the OPERS Board



FOP goes on social media campaign to
help pass OP-F employer increase!  You

can help by sharing our content on
Facebook and X.   



FOP of Ohio 3  District Trustee Tracey Susana
has organized a Poker Walk on Put-In-Bay on
9/27 to benefit the FOP of Ohio Foundation.   
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 $30 buy in with light lunch and pizza dinner. We
will stop at 7 establishments and participatants

will draw a card at each stop. Top 3 hands will
be paid out depending on participation. Grand
Islander Hotel will be the host hotel with room

rate specials for Friday and Saturday nights.
50/50 and raffle baskets. Don your best golf
gear and join us for the day or weekend. Any

questions, contact Tracey at
tsusana@fopohio.org



Did you know that the FOP of Ohio is the
oldest state lodge in the FOP and the NFOP

has spent more years under the leadership of
an Ohioan than any other state?

The FOP of Ohio is building on this legacy
and working to grow the FOP in the Buckeye

State.  

If you know of any members or agencies who
would like to join the FOP of Ohio, contact

Rob Hawley at rhawley@fopohio.org
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Proponents of eliminating Qualified Immunity need 413,487 valid
signatures from at least 44 counties and are aiming for the 2026 ballot.
They have not filed a campaign finance report, indicating that they have
not raised substantial revenue. They do not have an established group
with political muscle backing them as of now. 

Follow the playbook from Senate Bill 5
1. Build coalitions - Unions; Police and Fire groups; Mayor's Alliance;
elected officials and others have all reached out to work with us to defeat
proposal
2. Engage Experts - Communications Counsel and Bob Paduchik remain
on our team
· Lodges should be building social media; gathering emails/phone
numbers; begin to think about financial resources; making sure
members are registered to vote
1. FOP of Ohio War Chest has funds that have been building since SB 5
2. FOP of Ohio will begin Social Media Efforts to build more followers
3. FOP of Ohio will work with local lodges to build bigger email/app
database
· MESSAGING: Until we get direction saying otherwise informed by
polling/testing, we are using:
* Eliminating Qualified Immunity will raise taxes, increase crime and
devastate the number of people willing to serve their community.
*Eliminating Qualified Immunity hurts not just law enforcement, it
targets those who educate our children, care for our elderly, and all
other public employees
§ Two kinds of messaging;
· To members, tell how it impacts them so they understand the risk
· To the public and on our social media/in press, laser focus on how it
impacts the community as a whole and not on us

Preliminary Qualified
Immunity Plan



FOP of Ohio Legislative Report
Mike Weinman - Director of

Governmental Affairs

There are no fewer than twenty-three property tax-related bills in the
Ohio House of Representatives and six in the Ohio Senate. Several
property tax items were in the State operating budget, HB 96, and some
of those were line-item vetoed by the governor. The House overrode
one of those vetoes, but the Senate has not concurred. The House
returned from its summer break to override vetoes, but the Senate did
not. 

The governor then formed a working group to study the property tax
issue, and they have been meeting throughout the summer. He invited
the legislature to participate, and the leaders of the House and Senate
declined. 

There is also a group collecting signatures for a ballot proposal to
eliminate the property tax in Ohio. If this were to pass, it would create a
collective thirty billion dollar hole in the budgets of all political
subdivisions in the State. Couple this proposal with the elimination of
the income tax, which is also being discussed, and the devastation
would be felt by everyone in law enforcement, active, and retired. All
that would be left is sales tax and user fees. The sales tax and user fees
would have to be increased substantially to offset the loss. 

If we do not take these measures, the consequences could be dire,
including the potential failure to meet payroll and pension payments,
layoffs, and the inability to purchase necessary equipment. Therefore,
the FOP of Ohio is working diligently to ensure that a commonsense
approach to property tax relief is implemented without negatively
affecting pay, benefits, and working conditions of its members.



Ohio Police www.fopohio.org

Register Now!

Best training for the
money in the FOP!







FOP of Ohio Pushes out App
 

We have quite a lot going on at the State Lodge. We have hit the ground running and
have been working hard. One of our ongoing initiatives is to ensure that we are getting
information out to the membership in as real time as possible. Several of these
initiatives will be better served with your participation. 
 
If you have not already done so, we are asking each FOP member from Ohio to please go
to www.fopohio.org and create an account. This is a fairly simple process and does not
take up a lot of time. Once you have your account created, please go to your Apple or
Google Play Store on your phone and download the app titled “FOP Ohio”:
 
 Once you install the app and sign in, your smartphone app will be linked to the FOP of
Ohio website. 
 
Creating your account will not only allow us to send you important information on a
real time basis but it also helps to solve our ongoing issue about keeping up-to-date
contact information (member’s email address and phone #) on file with the state lodge.
 
Please push this out to all of your members and encourage them to create their
account. Keeping our members as informed as possible does nothing but benefit our
organization."     

FOP of Ohio Needs to
be able to

communicate with you

http://www.fopohio.org/


The FOP of Ohio is looking to keep all
of its members updated on important
happenings in our organization.   Is

your private (non-work) email on file
with the state lodge?   Does your local

lodge president and secretary have
their contact info on file with the FOP?

Are you following the FOP social
media?    

www.facebook.com/fopohio

@FOPofOhio



Amazon Business for FOP Members
Get the gear you need—faster, cheaper, and with benefits that
give back to the FOP.
 Free Amazon Business Prime: same-day, 1-day, or 2-day
shipping
 Business-only pricing: never more, often less than Amazon.com
 A percentage of eligible purchases goes directly back to the
NFOP
 Access to exclusive, business-only items—including a First
Responder Storefront
How to Join:
 From your phone: Scan the QR code and enter your name and
email. (Use a different email than your personal Prime if you
want to keep both.)
Once your membership is verified, you’ll get an email invite to
join the NFOP Amazon Business account. Quick setup—big
perks.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FAmazon.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcDJUaXU3c0RTTXo2MVlMdQEeCPCHyzb1MnTxVOrFzLyosIu4ghlMwwDDEJKIT2vOwp7jTCllVrVsBqQcWRo_aem_fQrfiymn9ALmEZIr0qNzEA&h=AT1EnAx0rqG4w3-d96iiychDwDJ9e5rwfslTTJ-O0Z3KjzJYaW6KEHfcwT1DCGe_DYCveHsnLzLCerHfEAF5kkPdL2-dADsf9uWwf-Cet7AkXu25pCotqY80s8__KnKztxg4-X0MkoaaVA&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AT0_1FXVOfBv_-Dr5xMTa9T7OCUrNS5gYAvcicZ5EgoefSxWZXJbgFRCYRaAhX39d-8nw2tFL1cPGufBQbinmluYObIBaTQCSbTF4g6txjOwP8yfFVj-646ZYWxScnjcUWtxL-DTD1d3F66W6pKNA4Ouu_Apy6pbbl0mk-m9euM2GdZQOMEY1mr8wWyB6x3BtgfJv41wohoEoZKvEGgiFMqeaq3vab41UMtZCVaz4-IOkWR1cA
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A groundbreaking new clinical trial is
underway, aimed at expanding access
to a promising non-invasive brain
stimulation therapy known as eTMS
(Electromagnetic Transcranial
Magnetic Stimulation). The trial, titled
eTMS FDA, is focused on evaluating
the safety and efficacy of eTMS in
treating mental health conditions such
as PTSD among Veterans, First
Responders, and Law Enforcement
Personnel.

Led by a team of dedicated clinicians,
this trial is designed to help bring
eTMS one step closer to FDA approval.
Unlike traditional rTMS, eTMS utilizes
an individualized, precision-based
approach that targets specific areas of
the brain to support healing and
improve overall cognitive function.

Participants in the study receive
treatment at no cost, and many have
already reported life-changing results.
The eTMS FDA trial represents not
just a scientific breakthrough, but a
mission-driven commitment to
serving those who have served us.

Innovative Clinical Trial Seeks to Improve Mental
Health Care for Veterans and First Responders

For more
information or to
see if you qualify,

visit
www.etmsfda.com



The FOP works in the Statehouse and Congress on pensions and
Social Security to benefit all of our retired members.  

We are proud to offer our concealed carry legal protection
through the FOP Legal Defense Fund for only $75 a year! You can

learn more at https://foplegal.com/.

If you know a retired law enforcement who is interested in joining
the nation’s Largest Police Organization contact Rob Hawley at

rhawley@fopohio.org.





The FOPA Ohio is a civilian affiliate of the Fraternal Order of
Police of Ohio, Inc. Our members are friends and families of
law enforcement Officers, responsible and respected business
persons, professional men and women, and citizens from all
walks of life—people willing to devote a portion of their time
and efforts toward assisting the various law enforcement
agencies of our communities, states and nation.

The FOPA Ohio is an organization formed for the purpose of
increasing our understanding of the rights, duties and
problems of law enforcement officers; of fostering respect for
them; and of bettering conditions under which they serve
society. We accomplish this through public relations, as well as
legislative and educational efforts. It is our aim and objective
to support law enforcement throughout Ohio in every way
possible. We believe that Law is the safeguard to freedom, and
it is our duty to defend it.

We all need to help the FOPA help us, by recruiting a member
or two to join the FOPA.   If you need information on the
FOPA, please email alodgeupdate@gmail.com 

Do you know
someone who
“BACKS THE

BLUE”?   The FOPA
is the organization

for them!



In cooperation with the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles
(BMV), the FOP offers a special FOP member-only license
plate and a FOPA member-only license plate. 

These plates can be ordered at any local BMV Office, but
first, you must receive an approved application from the
Ohio State Lodge. You will receive your approved
application(s) in the mail, which you can complete based
on the style of plates desired and take to any local BMV.

In order to approve your application, please fill out this web
form at this address :

https://www.fopohio.org/index.cfm?
zone=%2Funionactive%2Fform_page.cfm&formID=6373

Do you have
FOP/FOPA Plates?



These benefits and many more can be found
at https://fop.net/member-benefits/ 



October 8-10, 2025           Great Lakes Training     New Buffalo, MI

October 29, 2025        FOP Women’s Leadership Training, Columbus

January 23-24, 2026     FOP of Ohio Winter Board    Columbus

March 30-31, 2026       Officer Wellness Summit   Las Vegas

March 30-31, 2026     Labor Leadership Summit  Las Vegas

March 31 - April 1, 2026      Excellency in Chaplaincy     Las Vegas

April 1-3, 2026   Leadership Matters    Las Vegas

April 24-25, 2026     FOP of Ohio Spring Board       Newark

July 18-21, 2026    FOP of Ohio 90  Annual Conference   Independence th

January 22-23, 2027    FOP of Ohio Winter Board     Columbus

August 9-12, 2027    National Conference     Salt Lake City

Important Dates
 Ohio Police 


